Successful treatment of severe juvenile microscopic polyangiitis with rituximab.
Microscopic polyangiitis (MPA) previously called hypersensitivity angiitis is a systemic necrotizing vasculitis affecting predominantly small vessels. MPA involves multiple organ systems including the lung, the kidneys, the joints, and the skin. MPA mostly affects adults in their fourth and fifth decade of life. MPA and Wegener;s granulomatosis are grouped together as ANCA-associated vasculitis. MPA is associated with high titre of myeloperoxidase antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (MPO)-ANCA. We present a 14-year-old female patient presented with MPA. She was treated with steroids and cyclophosphamide. After the complication of severe lung involvement, rituximab was administered as immune-modulating treatment. The MPA came to remission. This is the first report of a pediatric patient with MPA treated with rituximab. Rituximab might be a potential therapeutic option for relapsing ANCA associated vasculitis in childhood.